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Naspeuringen van Paul Theelen: Constantine's Bridge

Constantine's Bridge

5 juli 328 Constantine's Bridge (Bulgarian: KorncTraHTMHOB MocT, Konstantinov most;
Romanian: Podul lui Constantin cel Mare) was a Roman bridge over the Danube. It was
completed or rebuilt in 328 and remained in use for no more than four decades. It was
officially opened on 5 July, 328 in the presence of the emperor Constantine the
Great. With an overall length of 2437 m, 1137 m of which spanned the Danube's
riverbed, Constantine's Bridge is considered the longest ancient river bridge and one
of the longest of all time.

It was a construction with masonry piers and wooden arch bridge and with wooden
superstructure. It was constructed between Sucidava (present-day Corabia, Olt County,
Romania) and Oescus (modern Gigen, Pleven Province, Bulgaria), by Constantine the
Great. The bridge was apparently used until the mid-4th century, the main reason for
this assumption being that Valens had to cross the Danube using a bridge of boats at
Constantiana Daphne during his campaign against the Goths in 367. The length of the
bridge was 2437 m with a wooden deck with a width of 5.70 m at 10 meters above the
water. The bridge had two abutment piers at each end, serving as gates for the
bridge.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine%27s Bridge (Danube)

KOHCTAaHTMHOBMAT MOCT € II'bT€H MOCT Han peka [lyHaB, CBIleCTByBajl B KbCHaTa aHTUYHOCT U
cBBp3Bal Yanusa Eckyc (kpal OHEWHOTO ceJjio I'mreH B Bwbarapus) cbc Cykmmaea (kpall OHEWHMUSA
rpan Kopabusa B PyMBHUA) .

MocTB®T € C ObpBeHa BPBbXHA KOHCTPYKLUMA UM 3MIO3aHM KaMeHHM CTBIOOBEe. PaskpuTu ca OCTaHKM
OT KpaMHUTe My OIOpPM, KOMTO Ca M3MNOJI3BAHM U KATO HOPTM, U HAKOJKO OT MEXIVUHHUTE
onopu, HaMMpallX Ce oI BOOMTEe Ha peka [yHaB. OOmaTa OBIXMHA Ha MocTa e 2434 m,
npenrnojiara ce, dYe mypuHaTta My e Owmia 5,70 m npm BMCOUMHA HAX BozmarTa okxoJsio 10 m.
KOHCTaHTMHOBUAT MOCT € IIOCTPOEH MM OOHOBEeH mnpe3 328 I'., KOTaTo e OoduIIMaJIHO OTKPUT OT
nMriepaTop KoHcTaHTMH Benmkmu. Ilpeznnojiara ce, 4Ye MOCTBT Beude He OQyHKUMOHMPA Inpes3 367
I'., KOTaTO MMIIEPATOp BaJjleHT NPexBbpJig BOMCKMUTE CU Npes3s IyHaB IO NOHTOHEH MOCT IO-—
HaIOoJly IO TeUeHMEeTO Ha pekaTa.

The bridge was constructed between Sucidava (present-day Corabia, Romania) and Oescus
(modern Gigen, Bulgaria), during the reign of Constantine the Great, being
inaugurated on 5 July 328.

The construction was certainly inspired, in technique and dimensions, by the famous
Trajan's bridge, built by Apollodorus of Damascus. It is not at all excluded that the
architect of this bridge was also a renowned builder, perhaps the mysterious
Theophilus Patricius, proconsul, quaestor and then praefectus Urbi in the new capital
of the Empire.

The inauguration of the bridge was commemorated by the minting of a gold medallion in
the mint of Rome in 328, with the obvious purpose of immortalizing the great
technical achievement. Today only two bronze copies of a lost original are known.

The obverse of the medallion with a diameter of 37.6 mm shows the cuirassed, draped
bust of Emperor Constantine to the right; the emperor wears a diadem decorated with
rosettes, and around the effigy is the legend CONSTANTI - NVS MAX AVG. On the reverse
is a stone bridge with three arches and a watch tower at one end.

The bridge proved to be essential in the transfer of troops, equipment and supplies
north of the Danube for the implementation of the imperial strategy north of the
river. The resumption of control over the Lower Danube (ripa Gothica), included the
raising of the bridge, the strengthening of the Sucidava fortress, the restoration of
the strategic road towards Romula and the implantation of a new bridgehead on the
left bank of the river, from where it could control the Romanian Plain -
Constantiniana Daphne (still unlocated in the field).

The bridge was apparently used until the mid-4th century, the main reason for this
assumption being that Valens had to cross the Danube using a bridge of boats at
Constantiana Daphne during his campaign against the Goths in 367.

In any case, the decommissioning of the bridge has most likely occurred before the
floods of 376, when the Goths crossed the Danube. The dramatic events in which many
barbarians drown, swallowed by the waters of the Fuvius, are chronicled by Ammianus
Marcellinus, without the bridge being mentioned in any way (XXXI, 4.5).

Ancient and medieval sources

The first mention of the bridge is from the fourth century, in Liber de Caesaribus,
by Sextus Aurelius Victor. Later, it was mentioned by chronographers during the 7th -
9th centuries (Chronicon Pascale and Theophanes Confessor in Chronographia) and in
the 11th century in the chronicle compiled by the Byzantine monk Georgios Kedrenos,
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Synopsis historion.

The construction is called "the brass bridge" by the locals on both sides of the
river, as the popular belief was that its legs were cast from metal.

According to local legends, the Lord of Dew (”Domnul de Rouad”) walked on the bridge
during the night, heading to the court of Emperor Ler (Ler Impdrat), located in the
former Roman castra from Romula.

Research

The bridge was subsequently mentioned in the end of the 17th century, in the Index
Geographicus Celsissimi Principatus Wallachiae, the map of Wallachia made by Romanian
historian Constantin Cantacuzino. Shortly after that, the italian Anton Maria Del
Chiaro, mentions the construction in the Istoria delle moderne rivoluzioni della
Valachia (1718, Venice).

The construction is mentioned several times in the 18th-19th centuries by various
historians or philologists, who overwhelmingly attribute it to emperor Trajan,
perpetuating the erroneous information attributed to Anton Maria del Chiaro.

While Luigi Ferdinando Marsigli attempted to locate the bridge in the 17th century
and Alexandru Popovici and Cezar Bolliac continued this search in the 19th century,
the first real scientific discoveries were performed by Grigore Tocilescu and Pamfil
Polonic in 1902. In 1934 Dumitru Tudor published the first complete work regarding
the bridge, and other systematic work on the north bank of the Danube was performed
in 1968 by Octavian Toropu and in 2002 by Lucian Amon and Petre Gherghe. Later, in
the area was carried out a bathymetry in 2017 and a magnetometric survey in October
2022.



